Teacher for Adult Gardening Education Program for Neighborhood Farm Initiative
The Gardening Education Program (GEP) Teacher will be paid a total of $1,000 for weekend work throughout the growing season, with a start date of May 1, 2011 and end date of September 17 (end date is flexible).  The work performed will be on Saturdays, and Sundays if needed (if a Saturday class is rained out).

NFI’s Adult Gardening Education Program is a season-long, hands-on training course in organic vegetable gardening, and is taught at two community gardens in the District.  GEP Teacher may determine the 2011 class schedule, but what has worked for us in past is Ft Totten class running 10am-noon, and Ft Dupont class running 2-4pm with time to eat lunch & get there in between.  There will be 10-20 adults enrolled in each course.
Job Skills Required:
· Experience growing vegetable plants organically in a garden or farm setting (prefer mid-Atlantic)
· Ability to be flexible based on weather and seasonal crop needs

· Ability to identify and organically manage garden pests

· Superb written and oral communication skills

· Demonstrate enthusiasm and patience in your teaching style

· Familiarity with safe use of hand and power garden tools, including weed eaters, power mowers, and rototillers

· Ability to work effectively with an intern assistant throughout the summer

· Ability to frequently lift up to 50 lbs

· Must have a drivers’ license and own (or have consistent access to) a vehicle that can haul loads of plants/soil amendments, etc.  One of the garden sites is not transit accessible.  Mileage will be reimbursed for personal vehicle use.

The curriculum we have developed works with the following syllabus:
May 7 

Introduction, class outline, soil preparation, plan, design

May 15 
Planning your garden

May 21 
Transplanting

May 28 
Mulching, irrigation

June 11 
Pruning, thinning, staking, good maintenance

June 25 
Pest management
July 9 

Harvesting

July 23 
Disease identification and treatment
August 6 
Vermicomposting

August 20 
Composting

September 3 or 10 or 17 Fall cleanup, cover crops, fall plantings

NFI will share with the GEP Teacher electronic copies of all curricula.  GEP Teacher will be responsible for performing (or training GEP Intern to perform) the following tasks:
· Teaching each garden class at both sites, or rescheduling with students if weather necessitates cancelling

· Booking expert guest presenters for certain topics, if desired

· Making sufficient photocopies for each class lesson
· Keeping attendance sheets for each class

· Communicating with students who have missed a class to ensure they keep up

· Ensuring that each student’s garden plans comply with garden rules

· Maintaining drip irrigation, fencing, & other garden infrastructure within the class plots
· Overseeing that some photo documentation occurs during each class – and posting pictures to the NFI photo site
· Submitting monthly written progress reports to Program Director via email

· Informing Program Director promptly if a student drops the course
GEP Teacher will work with Program Director to:

· Coordinate delivery/ordering of needed supplies – compost, soil amendments, seeds, etc
· Ensure sufficient tools are available at each site

· Provide students with weeknight “open hours” for additional garden coaching & class make-ups, if needed

· Implement a pest management plan for the class garden plots

· Run drip irrigation or water plants throughout the week as needed
· Revise and update the GEP curricula as needed

To apply, please send a cover letter and resume highlighting your gardening/farming and teaching experience, and your weekend availability May-September 2011 to: NeighborhoodFarm@gmail.com

